Screen Actors Guild's

FOREIGN ROYALTIES PROGRAM

creen Actors Guild is commitied to making sure octors are compensated for their
work, no matter whers in the world it is seen. Over recent years, the Guild hos
succeeded in claiming money that is owed to our members in the form of foreign roy-
alties—fees collected in foreign countries to compensate actors when films and tele-
vision programs ore used for privale copying, video rental and cable refransmission.

Since the 1980s, various countries have adopled laws imposing levies on blank
videocasseties, recording equipment, home video rentals and, in some cases, cable
relransmissions, to ensure fair paymen| from the private copying, rental and other use
of arfists’ work. The same laws authorized private collecting societies to distribule the
funds collected to creative lalent.

Originally, the major studios cloimed 100 percent of the foreign levies atiributable
to writers, directors, and actors under the work-for-hire provisions of US copyright law
and the related provisions of the collective bargaining agreements with the Directors
Guild of America, Writers Guild of America and Screen Aclors Guild.

Through lengthy negofiation, SAG resolved the producers' copyright claims and
entered into ogreements with organizations representing the major studios and inde-
pendent producers, culminating in an arrangement foday that ensures an equal share
of levy proceeds are designated for actors,

Since the inceplion of these agreements, the Guild has collected slightly more than
$8 million and has distributed o small portion of the funds. Because of the complex-

ity of allocating lump-sum poyments o the performers who
ore eligible to receive them under collecting socie-
ty rules, it was necessary 1o design and
develop special enhancements lo the
Guild's computer systems to handle
these allocations. Guild stoff
recently advised the Board of
Directors that they expect
the program will begin
making significant
distributions to members
before the end of
the year.
Although o few
individual performers
have. collected for
themselves, the wast
majority of oclors simply
connol do so due fo a
complex collecting process
that may involve negotiation
and, in some coses, aven |ifiguh'on
requiring retaining counsel in foreign
countries Io force the distribution of collected
royallies. If those performers are successhul
in their elaims for poymenl, they can also
find themselves subject to claims or even
lawsuits raised by producers who allege
the payments belong to them under US
copyright low. It is for this reason that
Screen Actors Guild, at the instruction of
its Mational Board of Directors, has pur-
sued and will continue to pursue these
claims on behalf of its members.
In order to ensure that member
dues money does nol substantially

>> CONTINUED on next page

(inside SAG)

44 | SCREEN ACTOR Summer 2007




insideSAG)

>>

subsidize the cost of this program, the Guild uses o small
deduction from the lump sums remitted by the collecting
societies, os well as interest accrued during the payment
allocation process, to defray adminisirative and legal costs
associated with the program. In order to make sure the
Guild is able to remit any payments that may be due fo
you, it is critical for the Guild to have your correct contact
information, so log on fo the member Web site and verify
that your profile is accurate. B




	FRoyalalties1
	FRoyalalties2

